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PLANNING REFORM — PROPERTY SALES 

886. Mr J. NORBERGER to the Minister for Planning: 

Recent media reports indicate that there has been a strong increase in inner-city property sales activity. Can the 
minister explain how the government’s planning reform agenda is contributing to this trend? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

I thank the member for the question. 

As I think most members would be aware, the Directions 2031 planning framework for the Perth metropolitan 
and Peel regions indicates the need for a large proportion of residential development to be provided through 
urban consolidation through urban infill projects and less, therefore, from peripheral greenfield, otherwise 
known as urban sprawl, developments. It also indicates the need for a higher average density of residential 
housing. I am pleased to say that that is what is occurring, as indicated in the “Delivering Directions 2031 Report 
Card 2013”, which has just been published by the Department of Planning. Some interesting trends are referred 
to in that report card—for example, an increase in average residential densities throughout the Perth and Peel 
regions, particularly in identified activity centres such as Cockburn and Murdoch; a decrease in average 
residential lot sizes, which naturally follows; an increase in the amount of land zoned for industrial development 
closer to where people are choosing to live, which is very important for employment generation, ; and an 
increase in the use of public transport. These changes have been brought about in part because of changing 
demand and changing requirements of the wider community over the last few years, but also because of changes 
that the government has put in place,  including the new multi-unit housing code and the changes to the 
residential design codes that I have talked about previously, which facilitate this trend. These changes ensure that 
local governments are able to work to increase the amount of higher density infill developments in appropriate 
areas. 

Another report that was also released last week was the Urban Development Institute of Australia’s urban 
development index, and for the September quarter it indicated that although demand has increased significantly 
over the previous two months, resulting in a decrease in available land at that time, it is not a cause for major 
concern as more than twice as many lots were on the market as there were during the land supply crisis going 
back to 2006. It also indicated that developers have significantly increased the number of lots coming onto the 
market over the past 12 months, and in its forecasting for the next year the UDIA has predicted an increase in the 
number of lots expected to be added to the market in Perth. 

Although demand has certainly increased, the supply of residential lots has also increased. That, as I said, is 
expected to continue over the next 12 months. It is pleasing that the system does appear to be meeting the 
demand generally and changing population needs, and also the changing demographic needs in Perth, the Peel 
region and, indeed, throughout Western Australia. 
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